
 
 
 

 
Ask a Trust Officer: 

Second Life 
 
DEAR TRUST OFFICER: My adult children are upset about my upcoming remarriage.  I 
know that they are worried about their inheritances (and who’ll get the family home, I’m 
sure). I will provide for them, just as I did in my earlier will, but I have to take care of my 
spouse, too.   
 
Any suggestions about what I can do? 
—LOOKING TO KEEP EVERYONE HAPPY 
 
DEAR LOOKING:  
 
Have you thought about adding a trust to your will? A trust plan will let you provide for 
both your new spouse and your children. 
 
Your trust could provide your spouse with a regular income from the assets in the trust 
for life. At the spouse’s death, the trust can distribute the assets among your children. 
You can make a similar arrangement for the family home. Your spouse can live there for 
life, and then the house would pass to the children. 
 
If you are worried about conflicts of interest, or that an heir might pressure the trustee to 
do (or not do) something, you can ask us to serve as trustee or cotrustee. That way, you’ll 
know that all of your heirs will be treated impartially and fairly.  
 
Of course, there’s no guarantee that a trust will keep peace in the family. But it’s an 
arrangement that can help implement your wishes for your property. 
 
Do you have a question concerning wealth management or trusts?  Send your inquiry to 
trust@pioneerbankandtrust.com 
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